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GREAT SOUTHERN INSTITUTE OF TAFE — MUSIC AND ART COURSES 
Petition 

HON SALLY TALBOT (South West) [3.03 pm]: I present a petition containing 183 signatures, couched in the 
following terms — 

To the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia 
in Parliament assembled. 

Current enrolled music and arts students at the Great Southern Institute of TAFE (GSIT) have received 
notice that the courses will no longer be publicly funded. There will be no more Cert II, III, IV and 
Diploma music and art courses run at any of the Great Southern Institutes Campuses as of January 
2013, with the nearest campus over 450kms away. This will be a great loss to the health and wellbeing 
of our community and economically and professionally harmful to our region. We the undersigned 
residents of Western Australia are opposed to this decision. The courses have been running very 
successfully for the past 12 years. Much feedback has emphasised that they are of a very high standard. 

The music and art programs are essential educational components for the whole community and have a 
significant positive impact on the local economy. Denmark and the Great Southern draw tourists from 
all over Australia and the world, a large facet of this attraction is the rich and unique concentration of 
arts and music. These tourists expect to see musicians at the wineries and enjoy artwork at the many 
galleries of the Great Southern Region. 

Your petitioners therefore respectfully request the Legislative Council to recommend to the 
Government that funding is kept in the GSIT music and art programs, and that the courses be retained in 
the current format. Please acknowledge the intrinsic values of these music and arts courses and their 
effects and outcomes on our small but important regional community. And your petitioners as in duty 
bound, will ever pray. 

A similar petition was presented by Hon Giz Watson (219 signatures). 

[See papers 5175 and 5176.] 

The PRESIDENT: Members, you might notice a bit of difference in the sound. I just ask you to adjust at your 
desk and I think we will get the levels of the sound system sorted out a little more accurately. While there is a 
short break, I also welcome the year 11 students from Penrhos College to the Legislative Council. 
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